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2003 Annual Report 
Of the  

Standards Engineering Society 
 
This past year has been a busy and productive one for SES.  In describing the 
highlights, I want to thank those of you whose involvement in SES are the reason for its 
success.  These accomplishments reflect your achievements.     
 
SES vision:  To be recognized as the premier organization for standards 
information, education, and professional certification and recognition. 
 
We want SES to be the first place you think of when you need information and 
assistance related to standards.   
 
SES mission:  To promote the use of standards, enhance the knowledge of 
standardization, and provide opportunities for professional development through 
quality programs and services. 
 
SES is dedicated to the development and education of the standards professional. Our 
conference, course offerings, journal and even our standard, SES-1, is directed toward 
assisting members in being more effective in their profession.  
 
The SES Board continues to update the SES strategic plan by modifying the goals to 
support our mission and vision.  It is an ambitious plan and we continually seek SES 
members to help us to implement these goals.  SES needs you! 
 
Technical 
Ed Mikoski, Director of the SES Technical Council, is responsible for the Society's 
Certification, Standards, and Metric (inactive) Committees.  A major accomplishment 
this year was the publication of the 2002 edition of ANSI/SES –1, Recommended 
Practice for Designation and Organization of Standards (also known as the “standard 
for standards”).  I’d like to thank Paul Mercer, chairman of the Standards Committee, 
and the committee members, for completing this activity.   
 
A tutorial on the SES certification program was held before the conference. We 
encourage members to review the requirements, determine which one of the 
certification areas - standards management, standards application, standards 
development or standards information – are appropriate, and apply.   
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Publications 
Jean-Paul Emard, Publications Council Director, is responsible for the Society’s 
publishing-related activities including our journal, Standards Engineering.  We received 
a note from Mark Hurwitz, ANSI President, telling us that the journal was one 
publication that he always reads cover to cover.   
 
On January 1, we were delighted to welcome a new journal editor – Diane Thompson of 
Thompson Consulting.  Diane is a long time member of SES serving in a variety of 
capacities, including President, and brings her extensive standards knowledge and 
expertise to this position.  She replaced Jean-Paul who stepped down after 6 years as 
editor.   
 
The journal continues to publish timely, original works on a wide range of standards-
related topics.   Additionally, the journal is also cited in various reference sources and 
SES has granted reprint permissions to several organizations worldwide – a trend that 
continued last year.  This trend shows the importance and preeminence of Standards 
Engineering in the international standards community.   
 
The World Standards Day (WSD) paper competition is also under the purview of this 
Council Director, who serves as head of the judges’ panel. The paper competition 
theme for 2003 is “Building Global Security Through Standards”.  The winners will be 
announced and cash awards presented, at the U.S. WSD celebration dinner on 
September 30 in Washington, D.C. The winning papers will be published in subsequent 
issues of the journal and on the SES web site.  These papers are also reprinted in other 
sources and provide added publicity for SES and its activities.  
 
SES also distributes fact sheets and “quotable quotes” on standards issues at the World 
Standards Day event. 
 
Diane Thompson has completed a revision of A Guide to Standards, originally written by 
Albert Batik.  The book is an introduction to standards aimed at persons new to the 
profession and those who would like to learn about standards.  
 
The SES 2003-2004 Membership Directory was published and distributed to all 
members. 
 
Education 
SES continues to be involved in professional education and development activities. In 
conjunction with our annual conference, SES co-sponsored with ANSI, two professional 
development courses on the fundamentals of standardization and the elements of 
global standardization.  SES also offered a complimentary tutorial – “Standards 101” -at 
the annual conference.  These courses are taught by Diane Thompson. 
 
Several SES members work with the Center for Global Standards Analysis, a program 
of the Catholic University of America.  SES is also working with the Accreditation Board 
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for Engineering and Technology, Inc. (known as ABET) in the area of standards 
education to satisfy the standards requirement of the accrediting engineering program.   
 
SES participates in the ANSI Ad Hoc Education Committee on Standards Awareness 
and Training, chaired by Dr. William Kelly of Catholic University in Washington, DC.  
The ad-hoc committee was recently converted to the ANSI Committee on Education - a 
new standing committee which reports to the ANSI National Issues Committee.   It will 
continue to address a variety of issues including training needs assessment, web-based 
training, and academic courses on standards.  
 
Promotion 
As Director of the SES Promotion Council, Lance Novak is responsible for the Society’s 
awards program, annual conference, and for overseeing the SES web site, which is one of 
our most effective communication tools. Keith Porter, SES webmaster, and Cathy 
Brown, assistant webmaster, are responsible for the maintenance of the site and for 
recommending and implementing ongoing enhancements.    
 
SES has several awards to recognize outstanding contributions to the Society and to 
the standards profession.  Diane Thompson was selected as the SES Awards 
Chairman, overseeing the Awards Committee and coordinating the selection of the 
award recipients.  The awards are presented at the annual conference. 
 
Membership 
Leona Nisbet is the SES Membership Council Director and is responsible for 
coordinating the development of programs to recruit and retain members in 
the Society.  Leona recently formed a membership committee and is always looking for 
volunteers.  The committee will make recommendations to the Board on promoting SES 
and increasing membership in the US and Canada.   
 
SES has five organizational members, the most recent being ASTM International.  The 
organizational membership permits a company or organization to name up to ten 
individual members for an annual membership fee of $500.  
 
National Capital Area Section (Washington/Baltimore Metro Area)  
The SES National Capital Area Section, chaired by Ellen Trager, continues to hold  
evening social/educational meetings with ever increasing attendance.  The meetings 
are lively, entertaining and open to both members and non-members alike who have an 
interest in sharing common concerns and experiences. They provide a great opportunity 
for networking with standards professionals in the metro Washington D.C. area.   
 
International Federation of Standards Users (IFAN) 
SES is the US and Canada member of the International Federation of Standards Users 
(IFAN) and, in October 2002, joined the IFAN Board.  IFAN has been representing 
standards users for 30 years and currently has 15 national members and 7 corporate 
members.  IFAN has several working and project groups that address a variety of 
issues including corporate social responsibility, review and comment on the ISO 2005-
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2010 strategy, promotion and standardization awareness, and conformity assessment. 
SES members can participate in IFAN activities and are encouraged to do so. 
 
Annual Conference 
The annual conference is the highlight of the year for SES. It continues to provide solid 
value to all attendees through relevant topics and some of the most credible speakers in 
their fields of expertise. Lance Novak, Promotion Council Director, served as the 
conference chairman and guided the Conference Committee.  Diane Thompson 
oversaw the awards program.  Both did an excellent job.  Glenn Ziegenfuss, Executive 
Director, did a fine job with logistics and organizing the social events.  
 
Corporate Officers 
The corporate officers of the Society are the President, Vice-President, Secretary, and 
Treasurer.  There were no changes to the officers this year.     
 
Executive Director 
Glenn Ziegenfuss continues to handle the innumerable tasks required to keep the 
Society functioning smoothly. In addition to managing the day-to-day operations, Glenn 
assists the corporate officers and council directors in directing the programs and 
services of the Society. Glenn is also responsible for the coordination and planning of 
the annual conference and social events.  
 
Officers 
Several positions were open for election this year.  Effective with the annual conference 
in August 2003, the SES officers are as follows: 
 
President – Steve Lowell (U.S. Department of Defense) 
Vice-President –  Jim Walters (Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration Institute) 
Secretary – Ellen Trager (National Institute of Standards and Technology) 
Treasurer – Michael Morrell (Deere and Company) 
Education Council Director - Vacant 
Technical Council Director –  Ed Mikoski (Electronic Industries Alliance) 
Publications Council Director - Jean-Paul Emard (Alliance for Telecommunications 
Industry Solutions) 
Promotion Council Director – Lance Novak (Canadian Standards Association) 
Membership Council Director - Leona Nisbet (National Fire Protection Association) 
Ex-officio members are the Immediate Past President – JoAnne Overman (National 
Institute of Standards and Technology) and the Executive Director - H. Glenn 
Ziegenfuss. 
 
 

JoAnne Overman 
SES President 

              August 2003 


