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The past year has been one of progress for the Standards Engineering Society. In outlining our
accomplishments, I want to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank those of you whose
involvement with SES are the reason for its success. This report is really about your
achievements.

Technical
Steve Lowell i s the Director of the Technical Council of SES, responsible for the Society’s
Certification, Standards, and Metric (inactive) Committees.  Being an ANSI-accredited standards
organization, SES is required to periodically undergo an audit of our standards developing
procedures.  In his role as Chairman of the SES Standards Committee, Steve managed last year’s
audit in a timely and eff icient manner, with positive results.  In addition, as Chairman of the
Certification Committee, Steve took on the task of reviewing and updating the certification program
to improve the quality of this important SES service.

Publications
As SES Publications Council Director, Jean-Paul Emard is responsible for our bimonthly journal,
Standards Engineering.  The journal continues to be an important communication tool for the
Society and a valuable source of standards-related information for the standards community, not
only in Canada and the United States, but internationally as well .  Jean-Paul is also responsible
for overseeing the World Standards Day (WSD) paper competition, and serves as head of the
judges’ panel.  “Standards Development: Balancing Need and Speed" was the theme of this
year’s paper competition, sponsored by the WSD Planning Committee and SES.  The winners
will be announced at the WSD dinner in September.  The winning papers will be published in the
SES journal and will also be available on the SES web site.

Education
Keri Craig is the SES Education Council Director, responsible for the Society’s professional
education and development activities. The annual SES conference is the most important educational
event sponsored by the Society.  Keri and Steve Lowell , as co-chairs of the conference, worked
with the other members of the Executive Committee to plan this year’s meeting.  In addition, during
the past year, the Executive Committee worked on the development of a standards outreach
program, which includes educational materials for academia and other organizations, to promote
the use of standards and increase awareness of SES and its programs.

Promotion
As Director of the SES Promotion Council , Bob Oakley is responsible for the Society’s awards
program and presentations at the annual conference, and for overseeing maintenance of the SES
web site.  Launched in 1997, the SES web site (www.ses-standards.org) continues to be an



effective communication tool to promote the Society and our programs.  Keith Porter, SES
webmaster, is responsible for the maintenance of the site and for recommending and
implementing ongoing enhancements.

Membership
Leona Nisbet is the SES Membership Council Director and is responsible for coordinating the
development of programs to recruit and retain members in the Society.  We are currently in the
process of developing a membership campaign.  Since the Society was established in 1947, SES
has been comprised of individual members.  Last year a new organizational membership category
was developed and approved by the Board of Directors.  The change to the Constitution to allow
organizations as members of SES has been put before Society members for ratification. As a
service to members, a new edition of the SES Membership Directory was recently published –
thanks to Glenn Ziegenfuss and Mike Morrell for their dili gence in producing this valuable
source of contact information.

Corporate Officers
The corporate off icers of the Society are the President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer.
After serving as SES President for 2 years, it is time for me to move on.  I am pleased to
introduce you to the incoming President, Mike Morrell .  I am confident that the Society will be in
good hands under Mike’s leadership.   Replacing Mike as Vice-President is JoAnne Overman.
Thanks to JoAnne for handling the tedious job of Secretary so well for the past two years.  After
serving as Society Treasurer for many years, Don Kear retired last year.  The new Treasurer is
Larry Moore, who recently retired from the Standards Council of Canada.  I am pleased to say
that the Society is in good financial shape.  This will allow us to implement additional programs
and improve our existing services over the next several years.

Executive Director
Now in his second year as Executive Director of SES, Glenn Ziegenfuss continues to handle the
innumerable tasks required to keep the Society functioning smoothly. In addition to managing the
day-to-day operations, Glenn assists the corporate off icers and council directors in directing the
programs and services of the Society.

Special Projects
In 1990 SES developed a white paper entitled, “The Benefits of Using Voluntary Standards in the
Legislative and Regulatory Processes” .  We are currently undergoing a review of this document
and plan to distribute it to federal government departments and agencies in the United States and
Canada.

Local Activities
The majority of the sections of SES have ceased their activities at the local level, with one
exception.  The Washington section has been revived and renamed – it is now the SES National
Capital Area section.  Members in the D.C. area once again meet on a regular basis, with
increasing attendance due to the innovative programs and hard work of several dedicated
members.  Best wishes for continued success!



Officers
Several positions on the SES Executive Committee were open for election this year.  Effective
with the annual conference in August 1999, the SES off icers are as follows: President - Mike
Morrell (Deere & Co.), Vice President - Joanne Overman (National Institute of Standards and
Technology), Secretary - Keri Craig (American Trucking Associations), Treasurer – Larry
Moore, Technical Council Director - Steve Lowell (Defense Logistics Agency), Publications
Council Director - Jean-Paul Emard (Electronic Industries Alli ance), Education Council Director
– Ellen Trager (National Institute of Standards and Technology), Promotion Council Director -
Bob Oakley (Nortel), Membership Council Director - Leona Nisbet (National Fire Protection
Association).  Ex-off icio members are the Immediate Past President - Diane Thompson
(Information Handling Services) and the Executive Director - H. Glenn Ziegenfuss.

Diane C. Thompson
SES President

August 1999


