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1998 has been a very active year for the Standards Engineering Society.  With the
retirement of Don Kear, Glenn Ziegenfuss took over responsibiliti es as the Executive
Director of the Society, effective January 1, 1998.  Accordingly, the SES off ice was
moved to Miami, Florida.

Several positions on the SES Executive Committee were open for election this year.  The
new SES off icers are as follows: Immediate Past President - Don Snyder (Underwriters
Laboratories), President - Diane Thompson (Information Handling Services), Vice
President - Mike Morrell (Deere & Co.), Secretary - Joanne Overman (National Institute
of Standards And Technology), Treasurer - Don Kear, Technical Council Director - Steve
Lowell (Department of Defence), Educational Council Director - Keri Craig (JBC
International), Promotional Council Director - Bob Oakley (Nortel), Publications Council
Director - Jean-Paul Emard (Electronic Industries Alli ance), Membership Council
Director - Leona Nisbet (National Fire Protection Association).  Your Executive
Committee has worked hard in the past year on the following programs and services.

Survey
A one-page survey was sent to all current SES members in April .  The survey addressed
the services associated with membership and was designed to measure the value of each
service to members as well as their importance to the Society.  The results indicated that
the journal and the annual conference were the most valuable and important services
offered by SES.  Thanks to Bob Oakley for coordinating the survey and analyzing and
reporting the results.

Journal
As verified by the survey, one of the most important services of SES is our bimonthly
journal, Standards Engineering.  The editor, Jean-Paul Emard, has worked hard in the
past year to improve the content and appearance of the journal while reducing production
costs.

Conference
In November, the annual SES conference was held in conjunction with the triennial IFAN
meeting.  JoAnne Overman took on the task of conference chair, and with the assistance
of the SES Executive Committee, managed a very successful event.



Work is well underway for next year’s conference in Toronto. Keri Craig is the
conference chair, with Mike Morrell coordinating the details of the facilities.

Promotion
SES has a number of programs designed to promote the Society and its activities.  This
year, under the direction of Keri Craig, we undertook a review of our press release list
and automated the distribution of press releases using a fax system to save money and
simpli fy the process. The SES web site (www.ses-standards.org), set up in 1997, offers an
excellent tool to promote the Society.  We are grateful for the services of Keith Porter,
SES webmaster, who continued to make improvements to the web site throughout the
year.

Audit
As an ANSI-accredited standards-writing organization, this year SES was required to
undergo an audit of our standards developing procedures and an examination of the
process used in the development of our standard - SES 1, “Recommended Practice for
Standards Designation and Organization” .  Thanks to Steve Lowell for handling this task.
Preliminary results of the audit are very positive and we await the final audit report from
ANSI.

Education
In conjunction with our annual conference, we were pleased to be able to offer the SES
Professional Development Course, “A Strategic Approach to Standardization” , under the
expert instruction of Bob Toth.

As an ongoing educational program, the Executive Committee is in the process of
developing a Standards Outreach Program, which will i nclude a presentation on the
concept of standardization that SES members can present to a variety of organizations.
The initial target audience will be post-secondary schools as a means to educate students
and faculty on the importance of standards to domestic and international business
activities.

Membership
Preliminary work on the development of marketing plan to increase membership was
carried out this year.  Under the direction of Leona Nisbet, we are examining our current
membership profile as well as looking at our market opportunities.  Various strategies are
being explored with the goal to launch a targeted marketing campaign in 1999.

SES has traditionally been comprised of individual members.  This year, a new
organizational membership category was developed, which is being put before the
Society members for ratif ication.

World Standards Day
SES is a member of the U.S. World Standards Day Planning Committee, which is
comprised of standards developing organizations and standards users.  The Society



participated in this year’s World Standards Day events in Washington, D.C. which
included a conference on a national standards strategy, sponsor exhibits, and an awards
dinner.  Several members of the SES Executive Committee were on hand to answer
questions about the Society.

“Standards for Fee or Free: What “R” the Consequences?” was the theme of this year’s
World Standards Day Paper Competition.  Sponsored by the World Standards Day
Planning Committee and SES, the winners were announced at the awards dinner by the
SES President.  The winning paper was printed in the SES journal and is also available
from the SES web site.

Diane C. Thompson
SES President


